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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy. 


fAtcham  R.D. 
fBishop’s  Castle  M.B. 
fChurch  Stretton  U.D. 
fClun  R.D. 
j  Assistant  Inspector 
Wenlock  M.B. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

W.  H.  PURSLOW 
A.  HEALY 
A.  COUPE 
H.  A.  ELLIOTT 
J.  BOSWELL 
C.  J.  THOMAS 


Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 
Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 
Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 
Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 
Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 
Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 


*  In  these  districts  the  Inspector  is  also  Surveyor, 
f  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 
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County  Tuberculosis  Officers  : 


Dr.  T.  R.  ELLIOTT  and  Dr.  A.  C.  WATKIN 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

17  Belmont, 

Shrewsbury 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

(Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry) 

\ 

Bacteriologist :  Dr.  C.  A.  JONES 
Pathologist :  Dr.  G.  Grant 

Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury 

Telephone  Number  :  Shrewsbury  4389 
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South  West  Salop  United  Districts 


PONTESBURY, 

1st  June,  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Councils  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  districts  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947.  The 
report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  170/47  (England)  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  31st  December,  1947. 

During  the  year  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
was  low  and  no  serious  epidemic  took  place.  For  the  first  year 
on  record  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  any  of  the  districts. 

The  death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  was  0.505  per 
1,000  of  the  population  and  this  is  the  highest  rate  recorded  during 
the  last  nine  years  although  it  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  whole 
country.  As  the  death  rate  from  this  disease  for  1946  was  very 
low  (0.147)  the  average  for  the  two  years  is  not  unduly  high. 

A  total  of  162  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  of 
these  94  were  of  the  traditional  brick  type,  47  were  temporary, 
2  Airey,  4  Swedish  timber  type,  and  15  were  built  by  private 
enterprise.  In  addition  to  these  figures  for  houses  completed  in 
1947,  there  were  a  total  of  241  houses  under  construction  on  the 
31st  December,  1947. 

Of  these  houses  114  were  of  traditional  type,  78  Airey,  4  Swedish 
and  45  were  being  built  by  private  builders. 

In  addition  to  the  acute  shortage  of  new  houses  in  the  districts 
there  is  the  urgent  need  for  the  reconditioning  or  repairing  of  many 
of  the  older  houses,  a  considerable  number  of  these  being  in  a  very 
bad  state  of  repair  and  without  modern  conveniences.  At  present 
the  labour  and  materials  available  for  housing  purposes  are  being 
concentrated  in  the  building  of  new  houses  but  the  problem  of 
repairs  to  existing  houses  is  becoming  acute  and  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with. 

A  table  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  report  showing  the 
causes  of  death  in  the  separate  districts. 

James  L.  Gregory, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  are  certain  general  statistics 
Atcham  R.D.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 


lation — mid  1947  20,020 

Area  (in  acres)  134,465 

Number  of  inhabited  houses...  ...  5,333 

Rateable  Value  . £68,526 

Product  of  Id.  rate  .  £275 


Bishop’s  Castle  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu- 

M.B.  lation — mid  1947  .  1,350 

Area  (in  acres)  .  1,867 

Number  of  inhabited  houses .  396 

Rateable  Value  .  £5,676 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  £21 


Church  Strettox  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu- 

U.D.  lation — mid  1947  ...  ...  ...  2,279 

Area  (in  acres)  .  6,085 

Number  of  inhabited  houses ...  ...  724 

Rateable  Value  . £20,455 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £83 


Clun  R.D.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid  1947  . .  9,306 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  132,512 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  2,910 

Rateable  Value  . £23,578 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £94 


Wenlock  M.B.  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid  1947  .  14,510 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  22,657 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  4,437 

Rateable  Value  ...'  . £48,303 

Product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £183 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

427 

233  194 

Illegitimate 

28 

13  15 

Total 

455 

246  269 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000=22.7 

Still  Births  . 

10 

7  3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births =21.5 

Death-Rate  per  1000=12.2 

Deaths . 

256 

135  121 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

live  and  still  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

1 

2.2 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

2.2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

live  births 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births  ... 

13 

30 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births  ... 

1 

36 

(3)  All  infants  per  1 ,000  total  live 
births  . 

14 

31 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  ...  ...  38 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  .  — 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) .  — 

„  „  Tuberculosis  .  11 
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BISHOP’S  CASTLE  BOROUGH 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  25  13 

Illegitimate  .  1  1 

Total  ...  26  14 


F. 

12 


12 


Birth-Rate  per  1,000=19.2 

Still  Births  .  1  —  1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  =37.0 

Deaths .  15  9  6 

Death  rate  per  1,000=11.1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 


No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  and  still  births 


(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 


Total  ...  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births .  —  — 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births .  —  — 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  —  — 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  — 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  .  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) .  — 

„  ,,  Tuberculosis .  2 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births— Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


Total 


Birth-Rate  per  1,000=16.6 
Still  Births  . 


Total 

34 

4 

38 

2 


M. 

23 

3 


F. 

11 

1 


26 


12 


1 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births =50 

Deaths .  28  4 

Death  rate  per  1,000=12.2 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 


24 


No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  and  still  births 


(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  — 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  — 

Total  ...  Nil 


Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No,  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  ...  ...  —  — 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births ...  ...  —  — 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  —  — 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  . 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ... 

„  ,,  Tuberculosis 


1 
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CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  158 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  16 

Totals  ...  174 

Birth-rate  per  1,000=18.6 

Still  Births  .  8 

Still  birth  rate =44 

Deaths .  130 

Death  rate  per  1,000=13.9 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  — 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

Total  deaths  and  rate  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births .  7 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births ...  ...  2 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  9 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) 

„  „  Whooping  Coug'h  (all  ages) 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

„  „  Tuberculosis  . 


M.  F. 

81  77 

7  9 


88  86 


5  3 

69  61 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 


Nil 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

44 

i 

125 


52 


21 

1 

5 
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BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

321 

157 

164 

Illegitimate 

15 

6 

9 

Totals 

336 

163 

173 

Birth-rate  per  1,000=23.1 

Still  Births  . 

11 

5 

6 

Still  birth  rate =31 

Deaths . 

195 

101 

94 

Death  rate  per  1,000=13.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

live  and  still  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

Total  deaths  and  rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births . 

15 

46 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ... 

2 

133 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births 

17 

50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

29 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

.. 

1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

. 

1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  . 

. 

1 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  ... 

•  .  .  ,  ... 

5 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  districts  are  almost  entirely  rural  in  character  and  the 
majority  of  the  people  are  engaged  in  agriculture  or  in  work  directly 
connected  with  it.  In  the  Wenlock  Borough  the  Madeley  and 
Broseley  Wards  are  urban  in  character  and  Church  Stretton  is 
mainly  a  residential  district  and  holiday  resort.  During  the  last 
few  years  there  has  been  little  unemployment  in  the  area. 

During  the  war  years  the  population  was  increased  by  the 
presence  of  families  from  some  of  the  larger  towns  and  of  a  large 
number  of  children.  Several  schools  and  other  institutions  also 
came  into  the  district  but  most  of  these  have  now  returned.  The 
population  was  highest  in  1941  when  it  reached  51,400  compared 
with  a  pre-war  total  of  45,380  in  1939. 

The  following  figures  show  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
the  mid-year  population  in  1939  and  in  1947. 

Area  Estimated  population 


1939 

1947 

+or — 

Atcham  R.D . 

18,390 

20,202 

+  1,630 

Bishop’s  Castle 

1,321 

1,350 

+29 

Church  Stretton 

2,246 

2,279 

+33 

Clun  R.D. 

9,753 

9,306 

—447 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

13,670 

14,510 

+  840 

S.W.  Salop  . 

45,380 

47,465 

+  2,085 

A1_  NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  1,029,  which  is 
50  more  than  in  1946  and  represents  a  birth-rate  of  21.6  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  (The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.5). 

Of  the  total  births  64  were  illegitimate  as  compared  with  78 
in  1946  and  82  in  1945.  This  equals  6%  of  the  total  births. 

The  following  are  the  births  and  birth-rates  for  the  separate 


districts  : — 

District 

Total  Birth  rate  per 
Birthsl,000  of  population 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  455 

22.7 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

...  26 

19.2 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

...  38 

16.6 

Clun  R.D. 

...  174 

18.6 

Wenlock  M.B.  . 

...  336 

23.1 

South  West  Salop . 

...  1,029 

21.6 
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Still  Births 

These  numbered  32  in  all  (Atcham  10,  Bishop’s  Castle  1,  Church 
Stretton  2,  Clun  8,  Wenlock  11).  This  gives  a  still-birth  rate  of 
0.67  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  (0.50).  In  the  previous  year  the  rate 
for  South  West  Salop  was  0.42  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  0.53 
for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  following  are  the  combined  figures  and  rates  for  infant 
deaths  and  still  births  for  the  last  four  years.  These  figures  have 
to  be  taken  together  in  studying  the  question  of  the  loss  of  infant 
lives. 


Year 

Still 

Births 

Infant 

Deaths 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  &  still  births 

1944 

16 

37 

53 

55.0 

1945 

30 

25 

55 

66.4 

1946 

20 

38 

58 

58.0 

1947 

32 

40 

72 

67.8 

Deaths 

A  total  of  624  deaths  were  registered  giving  a  crude  death  rate 
of  13.1  per  1,000  of  the  population.  (England  and  Wales,  12). 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  deaths  in  each  area  and  the 
death  rates : — 

Total  No.  Death  rate  per  1,000 
District  of  deaths  of  the  population 


Atcham  R.D. 

...  256 

12.2 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

15 

11.1 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

28 

12.2 

Clun  R.D. 

...  130 

13.9 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  195 

13.4 

South  West  Salop 

...  624 

13.1 

The  death  rate  is  higher  than  that  for  the  whole  country  but  as 
there  is  at  present  no  factor  for  correction  of  age  and  sex  distribu¬ 
tion  the  figure  is  not  comparable  with  the  rate  for  other  areas  or 
with  that  of  the  country. 

A  table  showing  the  causes  of  deaths  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  the  report  and  it  will  be  seen  that  heart  disease,  cancer  and 
vascular  diseases  affecting  the  brain  are  the  chief  causes  of  death. 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

There  was  one  death  from  puerperal  sepsis  in  the  Atcham  R.D. 
This  gives  a  rate  of  0.94  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  In  the 
previous  year  there  were  no  puerperal  deaths  in  any  of  the  districts. 

(The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.01). 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  405. 

Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  40  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  38  per  1,000  live  births,  the  figures  for  1946 
having  been  38  deaths  and  a  rate  of  39. 

No  infant  deaths  took  place  in  Bishop’s  Castle  or  Church  Stretton. 

No.  of  Infant  Mortality 
District  infant  deaths  rate 


Atcham  R.D.  ... 

14 

31 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

Nil 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

Nil 

— 

Gun  R.D.  . 

9 

52 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

17 

50 

South  West  Salop 

40 

38 

Of  the  40  infants  who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  twelve 
months  the  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 

under  under  aged  aged  aged  aged 

1  day  1  month  1-3  mths.  3-6  mths.  6-9  mths.  9-12  mths. 

10  15  3  3  7  2 

It  will  be  seen  that  25%  of  these  deaths  took  place  before  the 
infants  were  24  hours  old  and  more  than  60%  under  the  age  of 
one  month. 

The  I.M.R.  of  38  per  1,000  live  births  is  lower  than  the  rate  for 
the  country  generally,  which  was  41. 

Among  the  causes  of  these  infant  deaths  the  most  common 
were  Prematurity  (8) ,  Pneumonia  (8)  and  Congenital  Malformations 

(?)• 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Staff 

The  only  change  during  the  year  was  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
A.  Healy  to  the  post  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  at  Bishop’s 
Castle,  which  was  rendered  vacant  through  the  retiral  of  Mr.  H. 
Longden  who  took  up  another  appointment. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Shrewsbury  has  again  under¬ 
taken  the  examination  of  water  and  milk  and  general  bacterio¬ 
logical  samples  and  reported  on  them.  The  help  received  in  many 
Public  Health  problems  is  very  much  appreciated. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  reports  received  : — 


Reports  on  water  samples 

...  260 

Reports  on  milk  samples 

...  106 

Pathological  reports 

...  139 

A  special  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  a  food  poisoning  out-break 
in  the  Atcham  and  Clun  Rural  Districts  was  also  undertaken  by 
Dr.  C.  A.  Jones  at  the  Laboratory  and  the  causal  organism  was 
isolated. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

A  full  list  of  ambulances  available  in  the  districts  was  given 
in  the  Report  for  1946  and  there  have  been  no  changes  except 
that  a  new  ambulance  has  been  provided  at  Bishop’s  Castle  to 
serve  the  Borough  and  the  Clun  R.D. 

The  County  Council  have  published  their  proposals  regarding 
the  ambulance  service  to  be  supplied  under  Section  27  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Provision  is  made  for  a  fleet 
of  21  ambulances  to  be  stationed  at  the  main  depot  in  Shrewsbury 
and  there  will  also  be  sub-depots  at  other  places  (including  Bishop’s 
Castle  and  Much  Wenlock) — where  additional  ambulances  will 
be  stationed.  The  appointed  day  for  this  service  to  be  commenced 
is  1st  April,  1948. 

Hospitals 

A  list  of  hospitals  was  given  on  page  15  of  last  year’s  report. 
These  have  proved  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  districts  during 
the  year  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  regarding  delay  in 
getting  treatment. 

Under  the  Health  Services  Act  all  the  hospitals  will  be  taken 
over  by  the  Hospital  Boards  on  the  appointed  day. 
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Chronic  Sick  Wards  in  Public  Institutions 

The  following  are  the  number  of  beds  allotted  to  the  chronic 
sick  in  the  institutions  named  : — 

Ironbridge,  151 
Bishop’s  Castle,  33 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  nurses  of  the  various  nursing 
associations  throughout  the  area,  and  full  details  of  the  work  carried 
out  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Shropshire  Nursing  Federation, 
to  which  the  associations  are  all  affiliated.  Home  visits  are  also 
undertaken  by  the  School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  of  the  County 
Health  Department  in  connection  with  the  care  of  infants  and 
school  children. 

Home  Helps 

In  November,  1946,  the  County  Council  asked  the  Shropshire 
Women’s  Voluntary  Services  to  undertake  the  organisation  and 
development  of  a  Domestic  Home  Service  in  the  county.  Services 
have  now  been  established  in  some  districts  including  Church 
Stretton,  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  branches  of  this  work  will 
be  opened  soon  in  the  area  of  the  Wenlock  Borough.  The  service 
at  present  operating  in  Shrewsbury  will  be  extended  to  the  Rural 
Area  after  the  appointed  day  so  that  the  Atcham  R.D.  will  be 
served  by  this  service  in  part  at  least. 

Bishop’s  Castle  has  a  home  help  service  which  is  run  by  a  local 
Committee  and  provides  a  whole  time  domestic  help  who  is  available 
as  required  in  cases  of  illness  in  the  home.  The  funds  for  the 
service  are  provided  by  a  legacy  left  to  the  town. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  combined  school  clinics  and  infant  welfare  centres 
at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton  and  Ironbridge. 

In  addition  there  is  a  wefare  centre  at  Broseley  in  the  Wenlock 
Borough  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  a  year  or  two  the  County  Council 
will  be  able  to  open  one  at  Much  Wenlock.  The  Atcham  R.D. 
has  at  present  no  Clinic  or  Welfare  Centre  in  the  area,  but  it  is 
expected  that  one  may  be  provided  soon  at  either  Pontesbury 
or  Minsterley,  when  the  County  Council  are  able  to  expand  these 
services. 

The  days  of  meeting  of  the  existing  Clinics  and  Centres  are  as 
follows  : — 

Bishop’s  Castle  . . .  First  and  third  Friday  afternoons  each  month. 
Church  Stretton  ...  First  and  third  Thursday  afternoons  each 

month. 

Ironbridge  ...  Friday  afternoons — weekly. 

Broseley .  Thursday  afternoons — fortnightly. 
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Welfare  Attendances,  1947 

These  Centres  are  administered  by  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Taylor  for  the  following  figures 
which  show  the  attendances  at  Welfare  and  Ante-natal  Centres 


during  the  year. 

Centre 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years  Expectant  Mothers 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

visits 

Attend. 

visits 

Attend. 

Visits  Attend. 

Bishop’s  Castle 

39 

145 

33 

176 

2 

2 

Church  Stretton 

63 

521 

22 

505 

11 

15 

Ironbridge 

148 

1,762 

30 

1,266 

33 

61 

Broseley* 

56 

643 

16 

331 

2 

2 

Totals 

303 

3,071 

101 

2,278 

48 

80 

*  This  centre  was  first  opened  on  23rd  Jan.,  1947 
These  figures  show  that  the  percentage  of  first  visits  of  infants 
under  one-  year  to  the  total  number  of  live  births  in  the  five  districts 
was  29%,  which  is  higher  than  in  the  previous  year  (25%).  A  few 
other  infants  attended  the  Centre  at  Shrewsbury. 

The  percentage  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  Ante-natal 
Centre  for  the  first  time  (per  total  births  and  still-births)  was  5%. 
Owing  to  the  rural  nature  of  the  districts  as  a  whole,  many  of  these 
cases  cannot  attend  at  Ante-Natal  Centres  but  are  visited  and 
examined  by  their  own  doctors  or  by  nurses. 

The  County  Council  plan  to  open  new  Centres  at  Much  Wenlock 
and  in  the  Pontesbury  or  Minsterley  Districts  during  the  next  few 
years  and  it  is  hoped  these  new  centres  will  be  appreciated  and 
well  attended. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following 
times : — 

Males  Females 

Tues.  and  Fri.,  6-8  p.m.  Mon.  and  Wed.,  2-4  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

This  is  held  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (telephone  number 
Shrewsbury  3031).  Cases  are  usually  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  by  private  practitioners  and  suitable  cases  are  admitted 
to  the  Sanatorium  at  Shirlett. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  is  carried  out  either  at  schools  or  Welfare  Centres  by  the 
County  Health  Staff  or  by  private  doctors  at  the  homes  of  the 
children.  Particulars  of  the  number  of  children  immunised  in 
1947  will  be  found  in  Section  F  of  this  report. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  water  supplies,  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing  and  other  matters  which 
concern  environmental  hygiene. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  of  the  surveys  carried 
out  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  Atcham  and  Clun  with  regard  to 
water  supplies  in  these  districts.  A  survey  was  also  made  by  the 
County  Council’s  Engineer  of  the  water  resources  in  the  whole 
County  of  Shropshire. 

In  December,  1947,  a  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  was  held 
at  Shrewsbury  with  regard  to  the  proposed  extensions  to  the  Atcham 
R.D.C’s  Pimhill  and  West  Atcham  Water  Schemes. 

Generally  speaking  the  water  supplies  in  the  more  urban  parts 
of  the  five  districts  were  satisfactory  during  the  year  but  in  parts 
of  the  rural  districts  supplies  are  not  so  satisfactory  both  as  regards 
quantity  and  quality,  many  farms  and  cottages  having  to  depend 
on  surface  wells  which  tend  to  dry  up  in  periods  of  drought  and 
are  apt  to  be  liable  to  pollution. 

Therefore  it  is  of  importance  that  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  increase  the  piped  supplies  in  rural  areas  so  that  both  domestic 
users  and  farms  where  milk  is  produced  can  have  an  adequate 
supply. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

The  Council’s  two  piped  supplies  have  proved  satisfactory 
during  the  year  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  Samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  taken  every  fortnight  and  proved 
satisfactory.  Both  supplies  are  chlorinated  by  the  chloramine 
process  and  are  naturally  of  a  high  standard  of  purity  but  they 
are  hard  waters  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  them  softened 
centrally.  The  action  of  the  West  Atcham  water  on  the  iron 
distributing  pipes  would  also  be  avoided  if  the  water  was  softened. 

The  proposed  extensions  to  the  two  schemes  would  make  a 
piped  supply  available  to  the  following  : — 

Houses  Persons  Farms  Schools 

703  3,163  172  7 


Elsewhere  in  the  district  supplies  are  from  wells,  springs,  and 
small  estate  supplies  and  while  some  of  these  are  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  amount,  in  others  the  quality  is  not  satisfactory. 

The  following  parishes  will  be  affected  by  the  extensions  : — 
Pimhill  Extensions  ...  Battlefield — Dunn’s  Heath — Montford. 
West  Atcham  Extension. . .  Pulverbatch — Condover  —  Stapleton. 
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Sewers  and  Sewerage 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  there  have  been  no  extensions  to 
existing  sewers.  At  Upper  Astley  a  small  sewage  disposal  works 
has  been  constructed  for  the  existing  Council  Houses  and  the  six 
Airey  Houses  under  construction  but  the  other  houses  in  the  village 
can  be  connected  later  as  the  works  can  deal  with  the  sewage  from 
20  houses. 

» 

The  disposal  works  at  Ford  have  also  been  completed,  and  ten 
of  the  houses  on  the  site  have  been  connected.  The  works  are 
designed  to  take  the  sewage  from  30  houses. 

Refuse  Disposal 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme  under  which  refuse  is 
collected  from  the  district  every  fortnight. 

Salvage  is  also  collected  as  before.  There  has  been  a  falling  off 
of  the  amount  collected. 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Water  Supply 

The  supply  is  an  upland  surface  one  the  gathering  ground  being 
above  Maesgwyn  from  which  the  water  is  piped  to  a  reservoir  at 
The  Cabin  which  is  above  the  town,  and  there  it  is  chlorinated  and 
filtered  before  passing  to  distribution. 

Bacteriological  reports  on  samples  are  received  twice  a  month 
and  the  chlorinated  water  is  satisfactory.  The  raw  water  is  found 
to  have  B.  coli  in  it  and  this  is  particularly  noticed  after  heavy  rain¬ 
fall.  Except  on  one  occasion  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  the  supply 
has  been  adequate  and  there  is  an  arrangement  for  pumping  water 
from  a  stream  into  the  mains  below  Maesgwyn  when  this  is  required. 

The  Council  have  been  concerned  about  the  lack  of  storage  for 
water  as  the  reservoir  which  has  a  capacity  of  half-a-million  gallons 
is  not  in  use  owing  to  leakage  from  it.  This  reservoir  is  at  Maesgwyn 
and  has  been  out  of  use  for  some  years. 

The  number  of  houses  on  the  supply  is  374  out  of  a  total  of  396 
houses  in  the  district  (plus  20  premises  outside  the  district). 

With  a  normal  rain-fall  the  present  supply  is  just  enough  for 
the  town  at  present  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  a  period 
of  drought  should  come  in  the  future,  there  would  be  a  shortage  of 
water.  The  solution  to  this  lack  of  storage  capacity  would  appear 
to  be  to  instal  a  new  reservoir  holding  about  If  million  gallons  at 
a  site  above  the  town  and  at  the  same  time  to  provide  another  4" 
main  from  Maesgwyn  to  this  new  reservoir  in  addition  to  the  present 
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pipe.  The  present  4"  main  gave  a  discharge  of  44,000  gallons  per 
24  hours  in  1939,  after  being  cleaned.  In  Mav,  1948,  a  similar 
rate  of  discharge  was  observed. 

A  chemical  examination  of  a  water  sample  in  June,  1947,  proved 
satisfactory.  (Hardness=19.8.  pH  =  8.2). 

Sewers  and  Drains 

It  is  estimated  that  353  out  of  396  houses  are  connected  to  the 
sewers.  The  sewage  disposal  plant  has  functioned  well,  and  the 
following  is  a  report  on  the  sewage  effluent  sample  taken  on  9th 
July,  1947. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Total  solids  in  suspension  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.05 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours  at 

80°F.  .  0.39 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  2.00 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.10 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  ...  . .  .  Nil 

pH  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.3 

Biological  oxygen  demand — 5  days  ...  .  2.2 


The  solids  in  suspension  should  not  exceed  3  p.p.  100,000. 

In  other  respects  the  effluent  is  satisfactor}?. 

There  have  been  no  extension  to  the  main  sewers  during  the 
year,  but  work  has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  laying  of 
new  drains  and  sewers  for  the  new  houses  at  Corlick’s  Meadow, 
which  are  now  under  course  of  construction. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  is  made  in  the  town  and  refuse  is  tipped 
at  Moat  Hill.  Collection  is  by  contract.  The  tipping  is  controlled 
and  no  nuisance  has  been  reported.  Rats  are  kept  down  by  the 
County  Council  officials. 

Salvage 

This  is  collected  by  arrangement  with  the  Clun  R.D.C.,  but  there 
has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  amount  collected  during  the  year. 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Water  Supply 

There  are  three  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  district  and  out 
of  724  houses  there  are  666  which  receive  a  main  supply  piped  to 
the  house.  During  the  year  the  supplies  have  proved  adequate  in 
amount  and  no  serious  shortage  was  reported.  Two  of  the  supplies 
are  owned  and  managed  by  the  Council,  but  the  All  Stretton  Supply 
has  not  yet  been  taken  over  from  the  Company  which  owns  it 
although  negotiations  for  its  purchase  are  proceeding. 

The  following  are  some  particulars  of  the  three  supplies  : — 

New  Pool  Hollow 

This  is  termed  the  “  high  pressure  ”  supply  and  consists  of  an 
impounding  reservoir  situated  at  New  Pool  Hollow  and  having  a 
capacity  of  million  gallons  and  a  top  water  level  of  9S0.20  feet 
above  O.D. 

Water  from  this  source  supplies  the  newer  and  higher  lying 
portion  of  the  Church  Stretton  Ward,  and  the  village  of  Little 
Stretton  within  the  Little  Stretton  Ward,  and  a  number  of  houses 
in  the  All  Stretton  Ward. 

The  water  is  a  soft  one  coming  from  the  high  ground  on  the 
Longmynd  and  it  is  chlorinated  but  not  filtered  before  going  to 
distribution.  The  pH  value=7.4 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  each  month  and 
the  reports  show  the  water  to  be  of  good  quality  although  after 
heavy  rain  it  contains  B.  coli  before  chlorination.  Discolouration 
of  the  water  is  also  liable  to  take  place  after  excessive  rainfall. 

The  question  of  filtering  this  supply  is  still  under  consideration. 

Town  Brook  Valley 

The  low  pressure  mains  are  fed  from  an  impounding  reservoir 
situated  above  the  town  and  having  a  capacity  of  230,000  gallons 
and  a  top  water  level  of  774.68  feet  above  O.D.  This  system  supplies 
the  lower  and  older  portion  of  the  town. 

In  1946-47  the  Council  had  a  chlorinating  plant  installed  in  the 
Rectory  Wood  below  the  reservoir  and  this  is  working  satisfactorily 
and  samples  taken  of  the  chlorinated  water  have  been  good. 

The  pH  value  of  the  water=7.4. 

Before  chlorination  was  commenced  this  water  was  passed 
through  a  small  sand  filter  but  as  its  capacity  was  small  the  supply 
had  to  be  augmented  from  the  high  level  supply  and  this  some¬ 
times  resulted  in  a  considerable  decrease  in  pressure  at  the 
higher-situated  houses  on  this  latter  supply.  Since  chlorination  was 
commenced  the  filter  has  not  been  in  use  and  therefore  full  use 
can  be  made  of  the  low  level  supply  and  the  other  supply  has  not 
to  be  drawn  on. 
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Samples  of  the  raw  water  from  this  supply  show  the  presence 
of  B.  coli.  which  vary  in  number  per  100  ml.  according  to  the  rain¬ 
fall  at  the  time  of  sampling,  but  after  chlorination  the  reports  are 
satisfactory. 

All  Stretton  Supply 

This  is  a  supply  owned  by  the  All  Stretton  Waterworks  Co., 
and  is  an  upland  surface  supply  coming  from  the  Longmynd.  There 
is  an  impounding  reservoir  in  the  Batch  Valley  above  All  Stretton 
which  has  a  capacity  of  80,000  gallons.  There  is  filtration  of  the 
water  through  a  coarse  filter  before  it  enters  the  reservoir  and  it  is 
chlorinated,  before  it  enters  the  reservoir,  by  means  of  a  drip  feed 
chlorinator. 

As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  on  this  supply,  the  chlorina¬ 
tion  is  not  being  carried  out  as  regularly  as  it  should  be  and  in 
January,  1948,  a  visit  to  the  reservoir  showed  that  the  chlorination 
plant  was  not  working  at  all,  the  vessel  which  should  have  contained 
the  chlorine  being  empty.  Samples  taken  on  this  occasion  were 
unsatisfactorj"  with  a  count  of  160  B.  coli.  per  100  mis.  Samples 
taken  above  and  below  the  reservoir  were  equally  unsatisfactory. 

This  supply  is  far  from  satisfactory  from  the  Public  Health 
aspect  as  it  is  open  to  pollution  both  above  the  reservoir  and  at 
the  reservoir  itself,  which  is  uncovered  and  at  the  side  of  a  road¬ 
way.  The  only  safeguard  there  is  to  rely  on  is  the  chlorination 
and  if  this  is  not  regularly  carried  out  there  is  a  considerable  risk 
to  consumers. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the 
supply  by  the  Council  will  be  completed  in  the  near  future  so  that 
it  may  come  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council’s  officers. 

The  pH  value  of  the  water =7. 6. 

Extensions  to  Mains 

The  34  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  were  all  con¬ 
nected  to  the  mains.  An  extension  to  the  mains  was  made  at  Little 
Stretton  to  serve  some  new  houses  there,  this  consisting  of  240 
yards  of  asbestos  cement  4"  main. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  new  houses  built  in  1947  are  all  connected  to  the  sewerage 
system  so  that  509  out  of  523  houses  in  the  Church  Stretton  Ward 
are  now  on  main  sewerage. 

The  disposal  works  are  at  Little  Stretton  and  consist  of  two 
septic  tanks  having  a  capacity  of  50,000  gallons  (total),  four  contact 
beds  with  an  area  of  840  square  feet,  and  a  depth  of  three  feet, 
filled  with  clinkers,  storm  water  filters  with  an  area  of  600  square 
yards  and  a  depth  of  three  feet,  and  five  acres  of  land  for  the  irriga¬ 
tion  of  the  effluent. 
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The  population  for  which  the  works  were  constructed  in  the 
year  1905  was  2,000  and  the  dry  weather  flow  was  estimated  at 
50,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  At  present  there  is  a  considerable 
leakage  of  surface  water  into  the  sewers  and  this  leads  to  an  increase 
in  the  amount  the  works  have  to  deal  with  but  at  the  same  time 
dilutes  the  sewage,  resulting  in  a  more  satisfactory  effluent  than 
might  otherwise  be  obtained. 

The  Council  have  had  the  question  of  the  sewerage  under  con¬ 
sideration  and  have  asked  for  a  report  from  their  consulting  engineer 
on  the  matter.  The  system  is  a  combined  one — i.e.,  surface  rain 
water  and  sewage  enter  the  same  sewers — and  at  times  there  has  been 
over-flowing  at  certain  man-holes  owing  to  the  sewers  not  being 
able  to  take  the  flood  waters. 

At  All  Stretton  the  plans  for  the  proposed  new  disposal  works 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  the  County  Council, 
and  a  public  enquiry  into  the  scheme  will  be  held  when  approval 
is  obtained.  At  present  there  is  no  disposal  scheme  at  All  Stretton, 
and  the  building  of  new  houses  is  delayed. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  is  a  weekly  collection  throughout  the  area  and  refuse 
is  tipped  at  the  Council’s  field  at  Little  Stretton.  No  complaints 
of  any  nuisance  were  received  and  the  rats  are  kept  down  under 
agreement  with  the  County  Council’s  officials. 

Salvage 

The  total  value  of  salvage  collected  was  £74,  as  compared  with 
£143  in  1945  and  £147  in  1946. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Water  Supplies 

Supplies  had  to  be  restricted  in  the  autumn  months  in  several 
areas  and  the  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  notes  on  the 
various  supplies. 

Clun 

The  supply  was  restricted  during  October  and  November  as  the 
yield  from  the  springs  fell  to  7,353  gallons  per  day,  which  was  a  low 
record.  On  August  25th  the  auxiliary  supply  from  the  bore-hole 
was  brought  into  use  and  the  minimum  yield  from  this  source  was 
2,045  gallons  per  da}7. 
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Clunbury 

A  shortage  was  also  experienced  here  and  the  supply  was 
restricted  for  about  one  month. 

Kempton 

There  was  no  restriction  of  this  supply  but  pumping  from  the 
bore-hole  had  to  be  carried  out  for  three  months. 

Chapel  Lawn  and  Bucknell 

The  flow  of  the  springs  fell  to  a  point  where  it  was  just  sufficient 
to  supply  all  the  consumers.  No  restriction  was  needed,  but  there 
were  temporary  shortages  at  some  of  the  higher  situated  houses. 

Clungunford 

Difficulties  were  encountered  here  as  the  supply  fell  and  the 
owner  of  it  cut  off  the  supply  to  the  village  from  November  till 
January.  The  Council  pumped  water  from  the  bore-hole  at  the 
Council  Houses  into  the  mains  until  the  village  supply  was  restored. 

Marton 

This  supply  was  put  in  30  years  ago  and  consists  of  a  reservoir 
and  two  inch  supply  pipes.  Many  consumers  complained  of 
shortage  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  which  corresponded  with  the 
hours  at  which  cooling  at  farms  was  in  progress.  As  the  estate  has 
a  right  to  a  supply  to  the  farms  free  of  cost  and  as  the  consumption 
on  all  dairy  farms  is  increasing  every  year,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  supply  is  inadequate  for  the  demands  made  on  it  and  will 
have  to  be  augmented  or  replaced  by  a  new  supply. 

The  Council’s  proposed  scheme  for  Marton  and  Chirbury  should 
prove  the  solution  for  the  shortage  in  this  area. 

The  remainder  of  the  Council’s  supplies — i.e.,  those  at  Clunton, 
Newcastle-on-Clun,  Bromlow  and  Worthen  proved  adequate  during 
the  year,  nor  were  any  complaints  of  shortages  received  concerning 
private  piped  supplies  at  Chirbury,  Lvdbury  North,  Hopton  Castle 
and  Bedstone. 

Edgton 

In  this  village  there  was  a  shortage  as  there  is  only  one  well 
in  the  village  and  a  number  of  farms  had  to  get  water  from  it  as 
well  as  houses  in  the  village. 

Wentnor 

On  several  occasions  during  the  summer  and  autumn  the  wells 
here  proved  inadequate  and  the  Council  had  to  have  water  carried 
to  the,  village. 


New  Water  Schemes 


During  the  year  the  Worthen  supply  was  taken  to  Aston  Pigott, 
the  main  being  extended  for  just  over  a  mile.  By  this  extension 
seven  farms  and  ten  cottages  have  received  a  supply,  some  of  the 
farms  being  dairy  farms.  The  question  of  further  extending  the 
mains  to  Aston  Rogers  is  now  under  consideration. 

The  testing  of  the  proposed  sources  under  the  Council’s  compre¬ 
hensive  schemes  was  continued  during  the  year  and  it  was  found 
that  all  of  them,  for  a  considerable  period,  fell  far  below  the  estimated 
requirements  of  the  schemes.  Further  possible  sources  were 
enquired  into  and  at  Brocton,  Lydbury  North,  a  source  was  found 
which  yielded  a  minimum  flow  of  150,000  gallons  per  24  hours. 
Another  new  source  was  at  the  Boat  Level,  Stiperstones,  where  a 
flow  of  200,000  gallons  per  day  was  measured.  The  flow  from  the 
Snailbeach  mine  was  100,000  gallons  per  day  and  as  a  result  of 
these  various  investigations  the  Council  have  had  to  revise  the 
whole  of  the  comprehensive  schemes  previously  decided  on.  Further 
investigations  are  being  carried  on  at  present. 

During  the  year  a  report  was  prepared  on  the  proposed  scheme 
for  Marton,  Chirbury,  Priest  Weston,  Rorrington  and  Bent  Lont. 
This  scheme  will  comprise  the  taking  of  water  from  four  sources, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  submit  the  scheme  to  the  Ministry  at  an  early  date. 
It  is  hoped  that  many  farms  and  cottages  will  get  a  supply  from 
this  source,  and  that  it  will  also  help  the  Council  in  the  development 
of  their  housing  plans  as  many  cottages  are  required  in  the  area 
concerned. 

The  Council’s  Engineer  (Mr.  A.  H.  S.  Waters)  has  been  asked 
to  submit  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  villages  of  Lydham, 
More,  Norbury  and  Wentnor,  all  of  which  badly  need  a  proper 
piped  supply.  It  is  proposed  to  get  water  from  a  bore-hole  at  More 
and  from  springs  at  Stanbatch  on  the  Longmynd  near  Wentnor. 

Instructions  have  also  been  given  for  the  preparation  of  a 
temporary  piped  supply  at  Edgton  until  the  comprehensive  scheme 
is  possible. 

At  Clungunford  and  Aston-on-Clun  the  Surveyor  and  Messrs. 
Jennings  Homer  and  Lynch  have  prepared  a  scheme  and  this  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval  but  permission  to  com¬ 
mence  the  work  has  not  yet  been  received. 

During  the  year  fifty-four  bacteriological  reports  were  received 
on  water  samples  from  the  various  supplies  and  four  reports  on 
chemical  analyses.  In  cases  where  these  were  unsatisfactory  an 
examination  of  the  supply  was  carried  out  with  a  view  to  ascer¬ 
taining  the  reason  for  the  unsatisfactory  report. 
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Sewers  and  Sewage 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  no  new  sewers  were  constructed 
during  the  year.  The  Council’s  schemes  for  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Clun,  Worthen  and  Brocton,  and  Aston-on-Clun, 
have  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  to  the 
County  Council  but  work  on  them  has  had  to  be  deferred  in  the 
meantime.  The  lack  of  disposal  works  for  sewage  tends  to  hinder 
the  larger  housing  schemes  and  the  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty 
at  present  would  seem  to  be  to  provide  smaller  schemes  for  groups 
of  houses  which  can  later  on  be  linked  up  with  larger  schemes. 
Schemes  are  also  required  for  other  areas,  e.g.,  Chirbury,  Lydbury 
North,  Clungunford,  Clunbury,  etc.,  and  the  need  for  these  will 
become  more  urgent  as  and  when  the  proposed  new  water  supplies 
are  completed. 

Refuse  Disposal 

At  present  the  only  places  in  the  rural  district  where  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  refuse  is  made  are  at  Clun  and  at  Kingsley  Road,  Knighton. 
The  Council  referred  the  question  of  general  collection  throughout 
the  area  to  the  various  Parish  Councils  and  as  there  appeared  to  be 
considerable  opposition  to  such  a  scheme,  the  mater  has  been 
deferred  in  the  meantime. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Water  Supplies 

The  main  public  supplies  have  proved  satisfactory  in  amount 
during  the  year  and  no  shortages  were  experienced  except  at 
Little  Wenlock  where  there  was  a  shortage  in  the  autumn  months 
and  water  had  to  be  pumped  into  the  reservoir  from  the  Harrington 
Mains  at  Horsehay.  This  reservoir  has  not  yet  been  covered  in  as 
recommended  in  previous  reports  and  I  again  advise  the  Council 
to  have  this  done  as  in  its  uncovered  condition  there  is  a  possibility 
of  the  supply  in  the  reservoir  being  contaminated. 

The  supplies  at  Much  Wenlock  have  proved  adequate  during 
the  year,  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  have 
proved  satisfactory.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  Goodwin,  the  Council’s 
Water  Engineer,  for  the  following  facts  about  the  main  Harrington 
and  Beckbury  supply. 

There  has  been  no.  shortage  during  the  year  and  the  pumps  at 
Beckbury  have  been  shut  down  for  4-5  hours  daily  since  April. 
The  total  amount  of  water  pumped  in  1947  was  241  million  gallons 
and  of  625,714  gallons  pumped  on  one  day  the  distribution  was  as 
follows  : — 
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In  statutory  area  ... 
To  Dawley  R.D.C. 
Wellington  R.D.C. 
Oakengates 
Apley  Estate 


390,286  gallons 
157,000 
31,000 
8,000 
39,428 


During  the  year  43  new  connections  were  made  to  houses  in 
the  Madeley  Ward  and  36  in  Broseley — a  total  of  79  houses. 

Among  extensions  in  view  at  the  present  time  are  the  following  : 
New  water  mains  for  the  Church  Street  Housing  Site,  Madeley. 
Extension  of  service  pipe  to  Mill  Cottage,  Madeley  (300  yards). 
The  Mines,  Benthall,  400  yards  of  3"  mains. 

Preens  Eddy,  Coalport,  400  yards  of  l\"  to  1"  service  main, 
to  supply  several  cottages  without  a  supply  at  present. 


Report  on  Samples 


The  following  are  reports — Chemical  and  Bacteriological — on 
two  samples  taken  from  the  Beckbury  supply  on  the  22nd  March, 
1948. 

Certificate  of  Analysis 


(Bacteriological) 

Sample  :  No.  I.  Taken  at  Beckbury  Pumping  Station. 

No.  II.  Taken  from  tap  at  58  Lincoln  Hill,  Ironbridge. 


I. 

No.  of  organisms  grown  on  Yeastrel 
Agar  in  3  days  at  20  C.  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  organisms  grown  on  Yeastrel 

Agar  in  48  hours  at  37  C.  ...  1 

Probable  number  of  Presumptive 
Coliform  bacilli  present  ...  ...  Nil 

Faecal  Coli  (44  C.  MacConkey  test) 
present  in  ...  ...  — 

Faecal  Coli  (44  C.  MacConkey  test) 
absent  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Clostridium  Welchii  absent  in  ...  50 


These  samples  are  highly  satisfactory, 


II. 

1  per  1  c.c. 
Nil  per  1  c.c. 
Nil  per  100  c.c. 


100  c.c. 
50  c.c. 


(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  M.Sc. 
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Certificate  of  Analysis 

(Chemical) 

Sample  :  No.  I.  Taken  at  Beckbury  Pumping  Station. 

No.  II.  Taken  at  tap,  58  Lincoln  Hill,  Ironbirdge. 

I.  II 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water  : 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

45.0 

43.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.250 

0.30 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

4.45 

4.3 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanga¬ 
nate  in  4  hours  at  80  C. 

0.004 

Nil 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

0.002 

0.00 

Lead,  Cooper,  Zinc . 

Nil 

Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the 
Sediment  ...  . 

Trace  of  sand  Nil 

Total  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark... 

12.2 

10.2 

pH  Value  ...  . 

7.7 

7.6 

Action  on  Lead 

Nil 

Nil 

Both  samples  are  satisfactory  for  domestic  use, 


(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  M.Sc. 

Samples  taken  from  the  Little  Wenlock  supply  were  not  satis¬ 
factory  owing  to  organic  pollution  in  the  water.  The  chemical 
report  showed  the  water  to  have  34  degrees  of  hardness,  of  which 
19  are  temporary.  At  Wig  Wig  where  it  was  proposed  to  erect 
two  Council  Houses  samples  were  taken  from  a  proposed  source  of 
water  supply  but  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  showed 
the  water  to  be  unsatisfactory  for  domestic  use. 

Over  the  whole  Borough  it  is  estimated  that  80%  of  the  houses 
have  a  piped  supply  laid  on  or  near  at  hand  from  stand  pipes. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

A  total  length  of  100  yards  of  new  6"  sewers  were  laid  in  the 
district  so  that  a  number  of  houses  could  be  connected  to  main 
sewerage  systems. 

The  four  disposal  works  at  Much  Wenlock,  Broseley,  Ironbridge 
and  Madeley  have  functioned  well  during  the  year,  but  Mr.  Waters 
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has  been  asked  to  report  on  the  Wenlock  Disposal  Works  with  a 
view  to  improvements  being  carried  out.  Such  works  need  constant 
attention  and  deteriorate  rapidly  if  they  are  not  kept  in  order. 

In  the  Little  Wenlock  district  there  are  no  central  works  of 
disposal  but  individual  houses  have  septic  tanks  and  small  filters. 
When  more  houses  have  the  water  supply  laid  on  the  necessity 
for  a  disposal  works  will  arise. 

Refuse  Disposal 

A  weekly  system  of  collection  is  in  operation  throughout  the 
Madeley,  Broseley  and  Much  Wenlock  Wards  of  the  Borough. 
Disposal  is  at  tips,  one  each  at  Broseley  and  Much  Wenlock  and 
two  at  Madeley.  No  nuiscance  has  been  reported  from  these 
during  the  year. 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

The  housing  position  at  the  end  of  1947  in  the  five  districts 
was  still  unsatisfactory  in  so  far  as  the  number  of  applications 
for  houses  in  relation  to  the  number  available  was  concerned. 

The  following  table  shows  at  a  glance  the  number  of  houses 
completed  during  the  year  in  each  district,  and  also  the  number 
under  construction  as  on  the  31st  December,  1947. 


Completed  During  1947  : — 

Area  Number  of  Houses 

Perm.  Airey  Swed.  Temp.  Pte. 


Atcham  R.D.  ... 

28 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

Bishop’s  Castle 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Church  Stretton 

10 

— 

— 

14 

10 

Clun  R.D. 

6 

— 

4 

20 

— 

Wen  lock  M.B.  ... 

50 

— 

— 

13 

2 

South  West  Salop. . . 

94 

2 

4 

47 

15 

In  Course  of  Construction  at  31st  December,  1948  : — • 
Area  Number  of  Houses 

Perm.  Airey  Swed.  Pte. 


Atcham  R.D.  ... 

42 

60 

— 

22 

Bishop’s  Castle 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Clun  R.D . 

16 

18 

4 

— 

Wenlock  M.B . 

36 

— 

— 

4 

South  West  Salop. . . 

114 

78 

4 

45 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  total  of  162  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  69  in  1946  and  2  in  1945. 

In  addition  to  those  completed  a  total  of  241  houses  were  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  of  these  159  were  of  the 
traditional  brick  type  and  78  of  the  Airey  type. 

Many  hindrances  were  met  with  during  the  year  as  regards 
building  and  the  very  severe  and  prolonged  spell  of  cold  weather 
from  January  till  March  did  much  to  delay  actual  building  opera¬ 
tions  and  also  interfered  with  the  delivery  of  materials. 
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The  Airey  houses  completed  at  the  Ford  site  in  the  Atcham 
R.D.  are  proving  satisfactory  and  a  further  60  of  these  are  being 
built  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  and  18  in  the  Clun  R.D. 

The  importance  of  Councils  building  houses  of  varying  size  to 
accommodate  families  of  different  size  has  been  repeatedly  stressed, 
but  at  present  it  is  difficult  to  do  this  as  the  most  urgent  need  is 
to  re-house  over-crowded  families  who  have  children  and  need  at 
least  a  three  bed-roomed  house. 

The  "  points  ”  system  of  sorting  out  applicants  for  houses  has 
been  adopted  by  most  Councils  but  it  has  been  found  that  special 
cases  arise  which  need  special  consideration  and  have  not  the  requi¬ 
site  number  of  “  points.” 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

5,333 

Number  of  Council  houses 

283 

Houses  completed  in  1947 

33 

Council  Houses — Traditional... 

28 

Airey 

2 

Private  enterprise 

3 

Houses  under  construction  at  31/12/47... 

124 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  (app.) 

800 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Council  built  28  traditional  type  houses 
in  1947  as  compared  with  8  in  1946.  In  addition  to  these,  two 
“  Airey  ”  houses  were  erected  at  Ford  and  three  houses  were  built 
by  private  enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  124  houses  were  in  course  of  erection, 
of  which  42  were  traditional,  60  “  Airey  ”  and  22  were  being  built 
by  private  enterprise. 

The  28  houses  completed  during  1947  by  the  Council  were  at 
Montford  Bridge  (10),  Hanwood  (6)  Pontesbury  (6),  and  Ford  (6). 

Building  at  the  sites  at  Cross  Houses,  Pulverbatch,  Minsterley, 
has  been  delayed,  but  it  is  hoped  that  progress  will  be  made  this 
year  (1948).  The  sites  at  Cross  Houses  and  Minsterley  have  been 
prepared. 

Army  Huts 

In  various  parts  of  the  district  the  Council  have  taken  over 
huts  which  have  been  given  up  by  the  Army  and  Air  Force,  and 
a  number  of  families  have  been  housed  in  this  way.  Many  of  these 
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huts  have  water  and  electricity  and  make  suitable  temporary 
dwellings.  Sites  are  at  Wroxeter,  Grafton,  Pontesburv  and 
Attingham,  etc. 

Housing  Survey 

The  need  for  a  survey  of  all  rural  cottages  with  a  rateable  value 
of  under  £20  was  pointed  out  in  the  report  on  Rural  Housing 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1944,  and  Councils  were  asked 
to  have  this  completed  within  twelve  months  of  the  end  of  the  war. 
This  has  not  yet  been  done  in  this  area  and  without  it  no  detailed 
report  can  be  given  of  the  condition  of  these  cottages.  There  can 
be  little  doubt,  however,  that  such  a  survey  would  show  a  large 
percentage  of  cottages  needing  either  major  structural  repairs  and 
improvements  or  thorough  re-conditioning.  At  present  the  Ministry 
will  not  sanction  the  use  of  labour  or  materials  to  carry  out  such 
repairs,  etc.  as  all  available  labour  etc.  is  required  for  building  new 
cottages. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  building  of  new  houses  will  not 
give  much  help  to  families  who  are  living  in  cottages  which,  while 
lacking  in  modern  conveniences,  e.g.,  piped  water  supply,  indoor 
sanitation,  etc. — are  not  in  such  a  bad  condition  as  to  warrant 
their  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Sooner  or  later  this  problem  of  improving  existing  cottages 
will  have  to  be  tackled  and  it  is  hoped  that  soon  a  new  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act  will  be  passed  in  which  grants  will  be  given 
for  re-conditioning  as  indicated  in  the  report  on  Reconditioning 
in  Rural  Areas  (1947). 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

Houses  completed  in  1947 

Houses  under  construction  as  at  31/12/47 

Number  of  applications  for  houses 


396 

48 

Nil 

20 

60 


The  Inspector  reports  that  50  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year.  Five  preliminary  notices  and  one  statutory  notice  were 
issued  and  complied  with  and  one  case  of  over-crowding  abated. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (May,  1948)  the  position  as  regards  the 
new  houses  is  that  three  pairs  of  these  have  now  been  roofed  and 
these  should  be  ready  by  the  end  of  August  unless  there  are  further 
delays  in  getting  fittings.  The  Corporation  plan  to  erect  twenty 
houses  on  this  site  which  is  a  very  good  one  and  has  water  from  the 
main  supply. 
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No  comprehensive  survey  of  the  houses  in  the  town  has  yet 
been  made,  but  the  Surveyor  reports  that  man}'  of  the  older  houses 
will  have  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts  when  normal 
times  return.  At  present  labour  and  material  are  being  concen¬ 
trated  on  the  building  of  new  houses. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

Houses  completed  in  1947 

Traditional  type 

Temporary  bungalows 

Number  of  applications  for  houses 

Houses  under  construction  at  31/12/47  ... 


724 

78 

34 

20 

14 

100 

19 


Permanent  Houses 

The  ten  houses  in  Lutwyche  Road  were  completed  during  the 
year  and  tenanted.  They  are  of  the  three  bed-roomed  type. 

As  regards  the  eighteen  houses  which  the  Council  proposed 
to  build  in  Central  Avenue,  permission  has  now  been  obtained  to 
proceed  with  the  building  of  twelve  of  these  during  1948  and  a 
start  in  the  building  was  made  in  March. 

Ten  permanent  houses  were  built  in  1947  by  private  enterprise 
and  a  further  19  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Temporary  Houses 

The  fourteen  temporary  bungalows  were  completed  during 
the  year.  They  are  proving  satisfactory  and  have  been  a  great 
help  in  the  housing  of  some  of  the  smaller  families  on  the  waiting 
list  for  Council  Houses. 

Houses  at  All  Stretton 

The  eight  permanent  houses  which  it  was  hoped  to  build  in 
the  All  Stretton  Ward  have  not  yet  been  commenced  as  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  proceed  with  them  until  the  new  sewage  disposal 
works  at  All  Stretton  are  completed. 

Housing  Survey 

No  survey  of  the  houses  with  a  rateable  value  of  under  £20 
has  yet  been  commenced,  but  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  this  were 
commenced  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  the  Council  would  have 
accurate  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  least  satisfactory 
houses  in  the  district. 

Over-crowding 

There  have  been  no  new  cases  of  over-crowding  reported  during 
the  year. 
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CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  2,910 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  103 

Houses  completed  in  1947  ...  ...  30 

Traditional  .  6 

Swedish  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Temporaty  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  (approx.)  500 
Houses  under  construction  at  31/12/47  ...  38 


Progress  in  housing  has  not  been  so  rapid  was  as  hoped  for,  but 
the  completion  of  the  20  temporary  houses  at  Bucknell  has  helped 
matters  in  that  area.  Considerable  delay  has  taken  place  with 
regard  to  the  building  of  houses  at  Brockton  (Worthen)  but  the 
Council  have  now  gone  to  tender  for  these  houses  and  work  has 
now  commenced  on  them. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  building  of  a  further  38  houses  had 
commenced  at  the  following  places  : — 

Clun  ...  ...  4  houses — traditional  type 

Snailbeach  ...  6  houses — traditional  type 
Newcastle  ...  6  houses — traditional  type 
Brocton  ...  18  houses — Airey  Type 

4  houses — Swedish  timber  type 

The  Council  have  also  invited  tenders  for  8  traditional  type  of 
houses  to  be  built  at  Chirbury. 

Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers 

The  County  Agricultural  Committee  have  suggested  that  a 
total  of  about  200  cottages  are  required  to  house  agricultural 
workers  in  the  district.  The  Local  Agricultural  Committee  have 
suggested  a  much  higher  figure.  It  has  been  found  that  such  workers 
do  not  apply  for  cottages  until  these  are  nearing  completion,  so 
that  it  is  most  difficult  to  judge  the  demand  by  the  number  of 
applications.  There  is  little  doubt  that  in  order  to  secure  a  good 
type  of  worker  a  farmer  has  to  be  in  the  position  to  offer  a  good 
modern  cottage,  i.e.,  one  with  indoor  sanitation,  bath,  etc.  and 
electricity. 

If  such  cottages  are  not  provided  in  the  future  then  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  drift  of  country  workers  to  the  towns  will 
continue,  with  its  adverse  effect  on  the  food  production  of  the 
country.  The  question  as  to  whether  cottages  should  be  built  at 
the  farms  or  in  the  nearest  village  is  a  difficult  one  to  decide.  On 
the  one  hand  it  is  obviously  important  for  some  workers  to  be  as 
near  the  farm  as  possible,  e.g.,  stockmen,  but  on  the  other  hand  it 
is  not  always  possible  to  get  water  and  light,  etc.,  etc.  at  some  isolated 
farms  and  also  these  latter  are  often  a  considerable  distance  from 
schools,  shops,  etc. 
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Housing  Survey 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  with  this  during  the  year, 
as  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  has  been  mostly  with  regard  to  new 
housing  schemes  and  matters  connected  with  them.  In  one  adjoining 
Rural  District  the  completed  survey  shows  that  75%  of  the  houses 
inspected  and  classified  fall  into  either  Category  III  or  IV,  that  is 
to  say  they  require  either  major  structional  repairs  or  reconditioning. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  same  figures  would  be  obtained 
in  the  Clun  Rural  District  if  a  survey  were  completed  as  conditions 
in  both  areas  are  somewhat  similar. 

At  present,  of  course,  there  is  neither  the  labour  or  material 
to  carry  out  such  a  large  programme  of  repairs  and  re-constructions 
so  that  it  may  well  be  asked  if  a  survey  is  worth  while  at  the  present 
time.  In  a  few  years’  time  many  of  the  houses  now  in  Categories 
III  or  IV  will  have  become  so  much  worse  as  to  qualify  for  Category 
V,  i.e.,  only  suitable  for  demolition. 

There  is  one  useful  purpose  of  the  survey  and  that  is  the  picture 
it  gives  of  Rural  Housing  as  it  really  is  in  an  agricultural  area. 
Only  by  bringing  the  facts  to  light  will  any  new  legislation  be 
passed  to  improve  the  position. 

The  Report  on  “  Re-conditioning  in  Rural  Areas  ”  published 
in  1947,  suggested  that  in  any  new  Act  dealing  with  the  matter  a 
grant  up  to  £300  per  house  should  be  given  and  that,  when  a  house 
is  scheduled  for  re-conditioning,  the  owner  should  be  obliged 
to  carry  out  the  work,  failing  which  there  should  be  a  duty  placed 
on  the  Local  Authority  to  acquire  the  house  and  carry  out  the  work 
themselves.  In  this  latter  case  the  Local  Authority  would  receive 
the  grant. 

It  would  seem  that  only  by  some  degree  of  compulsion  plus 
the  giving  of  grants  or  loans  will  it  ever  be  possible  to  get  this 
vast  work  of  bringing  country  cottages  up  to  modern  standards 
carried  out.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  new  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Act  will  not  be  long  delayed. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  Council  Houses 


4,437 


620 

65 

50 

13 

2 

40 

36 

4 

814 


New  houses  completed  in  1947 
Council  Houses — permanent 
temporary 
Private  houses — permanent 
Houses  under  construction  at  31/12/48 


Council  Houses — permanent 
Private  Houses — permanent 
Applications  for  houses 
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Permanent  Houses 

Of  the  fifty  houses  which  the  Council  plan  to  build  at  Hodgcroft, 
Much  Wenlock,  22  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  remaining  28  were  under  construction  and  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  1948. 

At  Broseley  the  ten  houses  at  Birch  Meadow  were  completed 
and  at  Madeley  a  total  of  16  houses  were  completed.  Ten  houses 
at  High  Street,  Madeley  were  under  construction. 

Temporary  Houses 

The  thirteen  pre-fabricated  houses  at  Broseley  were  completed 
in  January,  1947.  Together  with  the  27  erected  at  Madeley  the 
previous  year  this  completes  the  total  number  of  those  houses 
allotted  to  the  Borough.  These  houses  are  quite  satisfactory  and 
have  done  something  to  relieve  the  acute  shortage  of  houses  in 
the  district. 

Applications  for  Houses 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  applications  received  in  each 
of  the  areas  : — 

Madeley  4971 
Wenlock  145 1  Total=814 
Broseley  i  172  J 
Barrow  j 

Housing  Survey 

It  was  not  thought  that  the  time  was  opportune  to  conduct  a 
survey  over  the  whole  Borough,  but  in  Madeley  a  survey  was 
commenced  by  the  Inspector  (Mr.  C.  J.  Thomas)  and  a  total  of 
310  houses  were  inspected  and  full  particulars  of  each  of  them 
have  been  obtained.  The  survey  was  then  dis-continued  and  has 
not  been  re-commenced. 

While  it  is  true  that  at  present  neither  labour  or  materials 
are  available  for  the  repair  or  re-construction  of  the  large  number 
of  houses  which  require  one  or  the  other,  it  will  only  be  by  a  com¬ 
plete  survey  of  all  the  lower  rated  houses  in  the  district  that  a 
true  estimate  of  the  problem  to  be  faced  will  be  ascertained. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  building  of  new  houses  will 
only  provide  homes  for  those  who  either  have  no  house  of  their 
own  at  present,  or  are  living  in  houses  which  are  totally  unfit  for 
habitation.  The  great  numbers  of  families  who  live  in  houses 
which  need  major  structural  repairs  and  which  lack  modern  ameni¬ 
ties  have  little  chance  at  present  of  obtaining  a  Council  House. 
Even  if  materials  and  labour  become  available  for  repairs,  etc. 
it  may  well  be  that  many  landlords  will  be  unable  to  afford  the 
cost  which  such  repairs  would  entail.  This  points  to  a  possible 
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solution  of  the  difficulty  by  way  of  the  giving  of  grants  by  the 
Government,  such  as  were  given  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts.  If  grants  could  be  given  to  owners  of  houses  needing  re-con¬ 
struction  in  Urban  Areas,  there  seems  little  doubt  that  more  would 
be  done  to  make  such  houses  fit  than  has  been  done  in  the  past 
by  landlords.  The  problem  is  a  very  large  one  and  every  year  it 
grows  more  serious  as  such  dilapidated  dwellings  deteriorate  rapidly 
as  time  passes. 

General 

In  his  report  on  work  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Mr.  Thomas 
reports  that  a  large  number  of  improvements  were  effected  during 


the  year  among 

which 

were  the  following  : — 

Houses 

Other 

General 

New 

New 

disin- 

improve- 

Ward 

repairs 

drains 

W.C’s 

fested 

ments 

Madeley 

.  130 

17 

32 

4 

12 

Broseley 

.  86 

19 

13 

1 

14 

Much  Wenlock.. 

.  25 

5 

5 

2 

— 

Barrow  ... 

.  13 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

.  254 

43 

52 

7 

26 

During  the  year  the  owners  of  four  large  houses  have  had  their 
houses  divided  into  two  flats  each,  thus  giving  accommodation  for 
four  extra  families. 

Over-crowding 

The  total  extent  of  over-crowding  in  the  district  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained  but  it  is  undoubtedly  very  considerable  indeed, 
and  some  very  bad  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

While  the  Council  are  pressing  on  as  rapidly  as  conditions  allow 
with  their  building  of  new  houses  it  will  be  a  considerable  time 
before  all  the  over-crowded  cases  can  be  re-housed. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  Inspection 

Slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  food  was  carried  out  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  premises  at  Shrewsbury  and  Craven  Arms, 
neither  of  which  are  in  the  South  West  Salop  Districts.  None  of 
the  smaller  private  slaughter  houses  are  in  use  and  as  the  future 
policy  of  the  Ministry  has  not  been  decided  upon  it  is  as  yet  uncertain 
whether  new  central  premises  for  large  areas  will  be  built  when  this 
is  possible  or  whether  the  position  will  return  to  the  pre-war  position 
when  nearly  every  butcher  had  his  own  premises,  many  of  which 
were  not  very  suitable  or  modern. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  adequate  inspection  of  all  meat 
intended  for  human  consumption  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
large  central  premises  are  best,  as  with  a  multiplicity  of  small 
premises  it  is  quite  impossible  for  an  inspector  to  be  present  when 
slaughtering  is  taking  place  at  each  one.  Before  the  war  butchers 
were  inclined  to  be  opposed  to  large  central  slaughter-houses, 
but  after  the  experience  of  the  last  six  years  or  more  their  opposition 
is  not  so  active. 

An  outbreak  of  food-poisoning  due  to  B.  enteritidis  (v.  dublin), 
occurred  in  November,  1947,  twenty-four  cases  being  notified,  of 
which  fifteen  were  in  the  Atcham  R.D.,  and  nine  in  the  Clun  R.D. 

The  meat  concerned  was  traced  in  all  the  cases  to  sausage  meat 
purchased  in  Shrewsbury  and  the  organism  was  found  to  be  B. 
enteritidis  (v.  dublin),  which  is  a  common  cause  of  such  outbreaks.. 

Investigations  carried  out  by  the  Shrewsbury  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Jones  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Shrewsbury,  resulted  in  the  infected  sausage  meat  being  traced 
to  two  particular  shops  and  finally  to  the  particular  animals  supplied 
to  those  shops  from  the  abattoir  in  Shrewsbury.  A  report  is  being 
made  by  Dr.  Jones  on  the  investigations  but  has  not  yet  been 
completed.  The  bacillus  concerned  is  one  which  is  known  to  cause 
enteritis  in  cattle.  Examination  of  specimens  from  all  employees 
handling  the  meat  were  negative  in  every  case  so  that  there  is 
no  doubt  that  this  outbreak  was  due  to  meat  from  an  infected 
animal  being  used  in  the  making  of  the  sausage  meat. 

All  of  the  cases  made  a  good  recovery. 

Milk 

The  position  as  regards  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  at  farms 
remains  unchanged  as  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  not  yet 
taken  over  this  work  from  the  Local  Authorities.  The  delay  is 
probably  due  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  numbers  of 
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trained  staff.  The  Local  Authority  is  still  responsible  for  this 
work  and  also  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  supply  of  milk  in  dairies, 
depots,  and  in  course  of  delivery. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  almost  impossible  to  bring  cow-sheds 
and  dairies  into  good  condition  owing  to  shortage  of  materials, 
but  where  complaints  are  received  the  Inspectors  visit  the  farms 
concerned  and  advise  on  improved  methods  of  production  and  if 
possible  have  obvious  defects  remedied.  The  extension  of  some 
of  the  water  supplies  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  those  producers 
whose  premises  have  at  present  no  adequate  or  pure  supply. 

Sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  and  also,  in 
the  case  of  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Accredited  milk  and  milk  which 
has  been  “  Heat  Treated  ”  by  the  County  Health  Staff. 

A  total  of  106  reports  were  received  during  the  year. 

Samples  are  also  taken  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Schemes  by  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  but  these  are  taken  with  a  view  to  improve  the  keeping 
qualities  of  the  milk  and  so  to  increase  food  production. 

Heat  Treated  Milk 

The  three  plants  at  Hanwood,  Minsterley  and  Iron  Bridge  are 
regularly  inspected  and  samples  are  taken  twice  a  month  and 
submitted  to  the  prescribed  tests. 


Ice  Cream 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  of  the  new  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947,  which  were  made  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  These  regulations  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  May,  1947,  and  require  that  the  ingredients  used  in  the 
making  of  ice  cream  must  be  treated  by  heating  before  being  frozen. 
In  the  case  of  those  ice-cream  sellers  who  buy  the  ingredients 
already  mixed  so  that  only  water  has  to  added  before  freezing 
is  carried  out,  it  is  not  necessary  to  submit  the  mixture  to  heat- 
treatment.  In  such  cases  it  is  only  necessary  to  freeze  the  mixture 
within  an  hour  of  its  being  re-constituted  by  the  addition  of  water. 

In  all  cases  the  ice  cream  must  be  kept  at  a  temperature  of  not 
more  than  28  F.  after  it  has  been  frozen.  Otherwise  it  must  be 
heat-treated  again. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  sellers  of  ice  cream  in 
the  different  areas 

Area  Makers  “  Cold  Mix”  Sellers  Total 


Atcham  R.D.  ...  ...  — 

_ 

2 

2 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ...  — 

— 

1 

1 

Church  Stretton  U.D....  — 

3 

— 

3 

Clun  R.D.  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Wenlock  M.B.  ...  ...  — 

13 

— 

13 

South  West  Salop  ...  — 

16 

3 

19 

The  Inspectors  pay  regular  visits  to  the  different  premises  so 
as  to  ascertain  that  these  are  kept  in  a  throughly  clean  condition, 
and  that  the  regulations  are  being  complied  with.  Samples  are 
taken  by  the  Inspectors  and  by  the  County  Health  Staff. 

“  Makers  ”  are  those  who  manufacture  their  own  mixture 
before  it  is  frozen.  In  other  cases  a  mixture  is  bought  from  a  large 
maker  of  ice  cream  and  is  frozen  by  the  local  dealer.  This  is  termed 
“  cold  mix.” 


Food  Handling 

The  spread  of  certain  diseases  by  means  of  infected  food-stuffs 
has  aroused  much  interest  of  late  years.  While  it  is  recognised 
that  in  some  cases  illness  may  be  caused  by  meat  from  diseased 
animals,  another  way  in  which  food  may  be  infected  is  from  the 
hands  of  those  people  whose  work  entails  the  handling  of  food¬ 
stuffs  and  who  themselves  may  be  either  suffering  from  a  communi¬ 
cable  disease  or  be  “  carriers.” 

It  was  in  this  way  that  a  recent  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever 
was  caused  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  anxious  that  every¬ 
thing  possible  should  be  done  to  educate  food-handlers  in  the 
care  to  be  taken  in  their  work,  i.e.,  when  handling  food  intended 
for  human  consumption.  To  this  end  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  have  arranged  for  lectures  to  be  given  to  workers 
who  handle  food.  The  cost  of  these  lectures  will  be  borne  by  the 
Local  Authorities  in  whose  areas  they  are  given  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Authorities  will  agree  for  lectures  to  be  given  in  their  areas. 
The  lecturers  are  selected  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Educa¬ 
tion  and  the  total  cost  is  about  three  or  four  guineas  per  lecture. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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District 

Atcham 

Bishop’s  Castle 

Church  Strctton 

Clun  ... 

Wenlock  . 

S.W.  Salop . 

Incidence  rate  per 
1,000  of  pop. : — 

S.W.  Salop 

England  tk  Wales... 

*  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  or  Cerbro-spinal  Meningitis  were  notified. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  in  the  table  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  that  the  year  has  been  one  in  which  there  was  no  serious 
outbreak  of  disease. 

The  most  outstanding  feature  is  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified  in  any  of  the  five  districts  during  the  year.  In  the  ten  years 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  mass  immunisation  in  1942,  the  average 
number  of  cases  notified  in  the  districts  as  a  whole  was  approxima¬ 
tely  60-70  cases  per  annum.  The  numbers  notified  since  then  have 


been  as  follows  : — 

Year 

Number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified 

1942 

.  11 

1943  .. 

.  7 

1944  .. 

.  2 

1945  .. 

.  1* 

1946  .. 

1* 

1947 

.  0 

*  These  cases  were 

infected  outside  of  the  district 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  numbered  21  of  which  number  four  were 
treated  in  hospital.  The  type  of  case  has  been  very  mild  of  late 
years  and  most  of  the  cases  can  be  safely  nursed  at  home.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  most  of  the  districts  and  a  total  of 
360  cases  were  notified.  Cases  are  not  normally  removed  to  hospital 
but  may  be  if  complications  such  as  Broncho-pneumonia  arise 
and  suitable  nursing  facilities  are  not  available  at  home. 

Whooping  Cough  cases  numbered  86  which  is  about  the  same 
number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  was  more  prevalent 
than  usual  throughout  the  country  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
the  year,  and  one  case  was  notified  in  each  of  the  following  districts  : 
Bishop’s  Castle,  Clun,  Church  Stretton,  and  Wenlock.  In  each 
case  the  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  none  of  the  cases 
proved  fatal. 

It  is  now  generally  recognised  that  this  disease  is  more  common 
than  previously  believed,  and  that  there  are  many  “  missed  ”  cases 
which  may  be  infectious  to  others  although  themselves  showing  no 
very  definite  signs,  e.g.,  paralysis. 

A  number  of  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  reported  in  the  Atcham 
and  Clun  Rural  Districts,  but  all  made  a  good  recovery.  The  cause 
of  the  outbreak  in  each  case  was  the  same,  namely  an  infection 
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of  sausage  meat  bought  in  a  town  outside  the  district.  Full  enquiry 
was  made  into  the  infected  meat  and  the  causal  organism  was 
isolated  (B.  enteritidis). 

No  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Cerbro-spinal  Meningitis  or  Dysentry 
were  notified  during  the  j^ear.  The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
as  a  whole  compares  favourably  with  the  incidence  in  the  country 
as  a  whole. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  protection  of  children  against  Diphtheria  has  been  carried 
out  as  in  former  years  by  : — 

(a)  Private  Practitioners  under  the  schemes  of  the  local 

authorities. 

(b)  By  the  County  Health  Staff  at  Schools  and  Welfare 

Centres. 


The  following  are  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  during 
the  year  in  the  various  districts  : — 


Under  5  yrs. 

5-15 

yrs. 

Totals 

All 

Area 

Pte. 

C.C. 

Pte. 

C.C. 

-5 

5-15 

ages 

Atcham  R.D. 

97 

230 

2 

29 

327 

31 

358 

Bishop’s  Cas.  M.B. 

10 

10 

— 

1 

20 

1 

21 

Church  St.  U.D.... 

7 

33 

— -■ 

4 

40 

4 

44 

Clun  R.D. 

42 

61 

3 

3 

103 

6 

109 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

61 

105 

23 

4 

166 

27 

193 

S.W.  Salop  ... 

217 

439 

28 

41 

656 

69 

725 

These  figures  show  that  245  children  were  immunised  by  private 
practitioners  and  480  children  by  the  County  Health  Staff  during 
the  year.  This  gives  a  total  of  725  in  all  as  against  815  in  the 
previous  twelve  months.  The  drop  in  figures  has  been  chiefly 
in  the  children  of  school  age,  and  this  is  a  natural  consequence  of 
the  children  being  immunised  before  they  enter  school. 

It  is  estimated  that  over  90%  of  the  children  of  school  age  and 
65%  of  those  aged  1-4  years  have  been  immunised.  As  there  are 
about  900-1,000  births  per  annum  in  the  districts  we  need  to  have 
about  650  immunised  each  year  to  keep  up  the  present  percentage. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  registers  of  the  five  districts  on  the  31st  December,  1947  : — 


Area 

Number  of 
Pulmonary 
Cases 

Number  of 
Non-pulm. 
Cases 

Total 

Cases 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

58 

26 

38 

29 

96 

55 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

3 

4 

2 

2 

5 

6 

Church  Stretton  U.D.... 

13 

10 

6 

3 

19 

13 

Clun  R.D. 

24 

20 

21 

15 

45 

35 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

27 

19 

16 

29 

43 

48 

Total,  S.W.  Salop  ... 

125 

79 

83 

78 

208 

157 

These  figures  show  an  increase  in  numbers  on  the  register  of 
fourteen,  seven  male  and  seven  female  cases. 


New  Cases  Notified 

A  total  of  forty-eight  new  cases  were  notified  which  is  eleven 
more  than  in  1946.  Thirty-two  were  pulmonary  cases  and  sixteen 
non-pulmonary.  The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Area  Pulmonary  Non-pulm.  Total 


Atcham 
Bishop’s  Castle 
Church  Stretton 
Clun 
Wenlock 

S.W.  Salop 


M.  F. 

7  3 

1  1 

3  5 

4  8 


15  17 


M.  F. 

4  3  17 

—  —  Nil 

1  —  3 

—  —  8 

1  7  20 


6  10  48 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  from  Tuberculosis 
was  twenty-five,  of  which  nineteen  were  from  Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  six  from  other  forms.  In  the  previous  year  there  were 
only  seven  deaths  in  all  but  this  was  an  exceptionally  low  number 
as  compared  with  former  years. 
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The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  years  since  1939  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Total  No .  of  deaths  Death  rates  per  1 ,000  of  pop . 


Year 

Pulm. 

Non-pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non-pulm. 

Total 

1939  ... 

13 

3 

0.280 

0.064 

0.344 

1940  ... 

14 

4 

0.292 

0.083 

0.375 

1941  ... 

14 

7 

0.273 

0.136 

0.409 

1942  ... 

19 

5 

0.382 

0.101 

0.483 

1943  ... 

19 

4 

0.392 

0.090 

0.482 

1944  ... 

16 

— 

0.337 

0.000 

0.337 

1945  ... 

12 

8 

0.259 

0.173 

0.432 

1946  ... 

5 

2 

0.015 

0.042 

0.147 

1947  ... 

19 

5 

0.400 

0.105 

0.505 

The  latest  available  death  rates  from  Tuberculosis  for  the  whole 
country  (1945)  are  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  D.R.  per  1,000  ...  ...  0.515 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  .  0.099 

Total  D.R .  0.614 


The  following  were  the  deaths  and  death-rates  in  the  separate 
districts  : — 


Death  rate  per  1,000 

Number  of  Deaths  of  population 


Non-  Non-  All 


District 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Forms 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

3 

5 

1 

1 

10 

0.394 

0.099 

0.493 

Bishop’s  Castle 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1.481 

— 

1.481 

Church  Stret. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

0.439 

— 

0.439 

Clun  R.D. 

2 

3 

— 

1 

6 

0.537 

0.107 

0.644 

Wenlock  M.B. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

0.206 

0.137 

0.344 

S.W.  Salop 

8 

11 

2 

3 

24 

0.400 

0.105 

0.505 
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Treatment 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  treatment  of  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  particulars  of  treatment  schemes  will  be  found  in  the 
Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Treat¬ 
ment  is  combined  with  education  of  the  patients  so  that  they  may 
learn  how  to  live  without  being  a  danger  to  others  in  their  homes. 
The  provision  of  extra  nourishment  to  patients  and  also  the  granting 
of  allowances  to  families  in  which  the  bread-winner  has  to  be  for 
a  period  in  a  Sanatorium,  are  also  parts  of  the  scheme. 


Prevention 

Tuberculosis  being  an  infectious  disease  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  an  infectious  case  should  be  isolated  as  far  as 
possible  from  other  members  of  the  family.  Housing  Authorities 
can  help  towards  this  end  by  giving  preference  to  families  who 
apply  for  houses  if  there  is  an  open  case  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
family.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  such  a  patient  should 
have  a  bedroom  to  himself  as  the  risk  of  infecting  another  member 
of  the  family  is  greatly  increased  if  a  bedroom  has  to  be  shared  with 
another. 

As  Tuberculosis  is  a  disease  which  is  frequently  associated  with 
poverty  and  under-nourishment  the  supervision  of  contacts  in  the 
patient’s  family,  and  especially  child  contacts,  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  and  indeed  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  such  child 
contacts  could  all  be  given  extra  nourishment,  as  this  would  help 
to  build  up  their  general  strength  and  so  enable  them  to  overcome 
the  disease  at  its  very  beginning.  The  disease  is  so  widespread 
that  nearly  every  one  is  exposed  to  infection  at  some  period,  but 
most  people  can  overcome  such  infection.  Our  purpose  therefore 
should  be  to  build  up  the  resistance  of  those  whose  physical  con¬ 
dition  is  below  normal  and  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to 
child  contacts  from  an  infected  household. 
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CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  ninety-five,  com¬ 
pared  with  eighty-five  in  1946. 

No.  of  deaths  from  Cancer  Death  rates 
Male  Female  Total  per  1,000 


Atcham  R.D. 

...  18 

20 

38 

1.890 

Bishop’s  Castle  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  ... 

1 

6 

7 

3.071 

Clun 

...  12 

9 

21 

2.256 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  16 

13 

29 

1.998 

S.W.  Salop  ... 

...  47 

48 

95 

2.001 

FACTORIES  ACT— 1937 

Under  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  are  required  to  report  on  the  administration  of  matters 
under  Parts  I  and  VIII  of  that  Act  which  are  administered  by  the 
Councils  of  the  Local  Authorities. 

Part  I  deals  with  the  general  sanitary  conditions  in  factories, 
e.g.,  lighting,  ventilation,  cleanliness,  etc.,  and  Part  VIII  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  home  conditions  under  which  “  out-workers  ”  have 
to  work.  Section  110  of  the  Act  states  that  lists  of  such  “  out¬ 
workers  ”  must  be  sent  to  the  Local  Authority  concerned  by  the 
occupier  of  a  factory  in  the  months  of  February  and  August  in 
each  year. 

During  the  war  years  no  report  on  the  above  matters  has  been 
asked  for  but  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  have 
asked  that  the  particulars  for  each  district  should  be  supplied 
on  the  appropriate  form,  numbered  572.  Copies  of  this  form  have 
been  sent  to  the  Ministry  referred  to  and  to  the  County  Council 
as  asked  for  in  Circular  170/47  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated 
31st  December,  1947. 

In  such  a  scattered  rural  area  there  are  naturally  few  factories 
of  any  size,  but  in  the  Wenlock  Borough  the  Inspector  gives  a 
total  of  115  factories  and  there  are  also  a  few  in  the  Atcham  R.D. 
and  at  Church  Stretton.  Generally  speaking  conditions  in  the 
factories  conformed  to  the  regulations,  but  in  some  cases  a  report 
was  made  to  the  Factory  Inspector  for  the  district. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS— 1947 


Cause  of  Death 

Atcham 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

Wenlock 

S.W. 

Salop 

Heart  Disease  . . . 

63 

5 

8 

39 

55 

170 

Cancer 

Intra-cranial  Vase. 

38 

— 

7 

21 

29 

95 

Diseases 

48 

1 

6 

15 

20 

90 

Bronchitis 

11 

3 

— 

9 

8 

31 

Violence  ... 

10 

1 

1 

7 

7 

26 

Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis — 

9 

— 

— 

6 

5 

20 

Pulmonary 

9 

2 

1 

4 

31 

24 

Non-Pulmonary 
Dis.  of  Digestive 

2 

— 

1 

■21 

Organs 

9 

— 

— 

4 

5 

18 

Congen.  Malform. 

8 

— 

— 

3 

6 

17 

Dis.  of  Circulation 

6 

— 

2 

3 

4 

15 

Nephritis 

2 

i 

1 

4 

3 

11 

Influenza 

3 

— 

— 

2 

5 

10 

Prematurity 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

10 

Other  Kespir.  Dis. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

Encephalitis 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Causes 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

i 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

All  other  causes... 

28 

i 

2 

9 

31 

71 

Totals 

256 

15 

28 

130 

195 

624 

